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from the commencement of these proceedings, I   have  been utter-
ing words of warning and I was oppressed,  and   I said so in so
many words, with a sense of unreality which dawned upon Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru only yesterday, or as I happen to know,  has   been
dawning  upon  him for the  last  few  days, because   he has given
me the privilege   of taking   me   into   his   confidence   in common
with his other friends and comrades, if I can also   bracket myself
as one of his  comrades.    Out of his ripe experience   of adminis-
trative affairs, having held high offices in the   Government, he has
warned us of the danger of Provincial autonomy so-called.   I am
very  often  an  unrepentant  sinner.    He  had   reasons   for   issuing
this   warning,   especially in   connection  with   me,   because I had
dared   to   discuss    the    question    of   Provincial    autonomy    with
many   English   friends   who   are   responsible   public   men in this
country, and he had heard of it, and so he gave me ample warning.
It was for that reason that you find me as one of the co-signatories
not to the document that has been placed before you,   My Lord
Chancellor,  but to another similar document that was issued to
the Press   about   ten  days   ago   and was addressed to  the Prime
Minister.    I told him, as I say here, that both he and the others
who have spoken after him and I reached the same goal through
different routes.    Fools walk in where angels fear to tread.    Not
having   had   any   experience   of  administration   actually,   I   felt
that, if Provincial autonomy was the Provincial autonomy of my
conception, I for one would not mind handling   the fruit, feeling
the thing and seeing whether it really answered   my purpose,    I
love to meet friends, who may be   opponents in policy,   on their
own  platform   and   find  out   their   difficulties,   and find out also
whether what they are offering is likely to   lead  one to the same
place, and in that spirit and in that sense I   ventured  to discuss
Provincial autonomy, but I found at once on discussion that what
they meant was certainly not the Provincial autonomy that I meant,
and so I told my friends also that I would be quite  safe if they
left  me  alone,   that  I  was  not  going to sell the  interests of the
country out of a foolish conception of Provincial  autonomy,  or out
of impatience   to   get  something for  the    country.    What   I   am
anxious  to  do is,  having come all these miles   with  the greatest
diffidence, having come here to tender my  whole-hearted co-opera-
tion to the Government   and   to   this   Conference,   without    the
slightest mental reservation, and having applied that spirit of co-
operation in thought, word and deed, to leave nothing undone, I
have not hesitated even to go into the danger zone, and hence I
have dared to   talk about and discuss Provincial autonomy.   But I
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